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FIELD LIST OF ESSEX COUNTY BIRDS 


Over a decade has passed since the field list was last revised by the Club 
in 1940 and during this period various changes have occurred in the bird 
population of the county. In this revision the author has attempted to hold to 
the high standards set by S. G. Emilio in the previous editions. Ali of the 
species in the main list and the majority of the species in the additional list 
are substantiated by specimens, most of them in the collections of the Peabody 
Museum of Salem. Any species in the additional list based only on sight records 
were seen by several competent observers, 

The names in both lists are arranged in the order adopted by the American 
Ornithologists’ Union. The main list now contains 299 entities and includes all 
species seen regularly in the county in recent years. A number of species, 
chiefly northern forms, which are now less frequently seen than in the past, have 
been removed to the additional list. Another group, chiefly of southern forms, 
has been added to the main list. The additional list, containing 81 entities, 
consists of species seen only a few times in the county and of subspecies known 
to occur in the county but which can be safely identified in the field by only 
the most competent ornithologists, if at all. The total list thus stands at 380 
entities, an increase of twenty over the previous list. 

The charts of the main list have been altered from those of the previous 


County, New eee The numbers in the column headed "Habitat" refer z “fe 
various habitats indicated on the map found, together with a key, in the center 
of the list. Where several habitats are given for a species, the most important 


one is indicated first. 
In the charts the character of the line indicates the abundance of the 


species. 


ams 86 COM0N; considering its habits, found in large numbers, 


Uncommon; occurring regularly in small numbers, 


------ Occasional; not found every trip but expected. 
—-— - Rare or Irregular; not found every year. 
* «+ + «+ «. Accidental; outside normal range for time of year. 


In species known to breed in the county approximate early and late dates for full 
sets of eggs are indicated by ¢ 

The author wishes to express his gratitude to Mr. Ludlow Griscom and to 
Miss Dorothy E. Snyder for their friendly criticism and their help in compiling 
the present status of the county birds. Any errors of omission or commission 
are solely the responsibility of the author. 


Stuart K. Harris 


Boston University 
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ADDITIONAL ESSEX COUNTY BIRDS 
Unless otherwise stated, these records are of specimens taken. 


Pacific Loon. Seen, 14 March 1948, Newburyport; adult in breeding plumage. 
Eared Grebe. 25 February 1950, Rockport; seen, 27 March 1949, 20 February 1950. 
Western Grebe. Seen, 30 May 1922, Ipswich; various sight records since but still 
no specimen, 
Cory's Shearwater. Seen, 19 September 1936, Nahant ; various sight records since 
by competent observers. 
White Pelican. 1866, Gloucester; only record. 
Brown Pelican. Seen, 1867 and on 7 June 1922, Ipswich. 
Man-o'-war-bird. Seen, 15 May 1938, Nahant. 
Snowy Egret. Possible specimen, before 1887, Newbury; seven sight records 1948, 
1949, by many observers. 
Louisiana Heron. Seen, 7-14 September 1940, Ipswich. 
Eastern Glossy Ibis. Seen, 21 May 1932, Ipswich; also seen 1935, 1947 and 1948, 
Whistling Swan. 1864, Nahant; 28 November 1902, Newbury; 1 December 1902, 
Gloucester, 
White-fronted Goose. 5 October 1888, Salisbury, two. 
Lesser Snow Goose. 7 October 1888, Amesbury?; 7 December 1915, Ipswich. 
European Sheld Duck. 5 October 1921, Gloucester. 
Northern Eider. 16 November 1933, Newburyport. 
Black Vulture. 5 April 1913, Nahant; 12 May 1916, Rockport. 
Swallow-tailed Kite. 25 September 1882, West Newbury. 
Swainson's Hawk. 28 October 1889, Salem; in past, various sight records. 
Canada Spruce Grouse. September 1851, Gloucester, 
Willow Ptarmigan. 10 May 1859, Manchester. 
Sandhill Crane. Seen, 6 October 1920, 11 October 1933, Danvers; 9 October 1937, 
Plum Island. 
Black Rail. Seen, 31 August 1945, Plum Island, 
Wilson's Plover. 8 May 1904, Ipswich; seen, 15 May 1932, Nahant. 
Long-billed Curlew. Formerly, 21 July to 18 October. Accidental. 
Eskimo Curlew. Formerly, 24 August to 15 September. Extirpated. 
Curlew Sandpiper. Fall 1865; 1869, Nahant; 2 October 1872, Ipswich. 
European Ruff. 20 May 1871, Newburyport; various sight records. 
Avocet. 23 May 1887, Salisbury; 13 September 1896, Ipswich. 
Black-necked Stilt. Specimen taken at Lynn by N. Vickary. 
Northern Skua. Found dead, 4 February 1940, Swampscott; two seen, 
Short-billed Gull. Specimen collected 3 March 1951, Newburyport, is Larus canus 
and is probably this subspecies. 
Franklin's Gull. 28 October 1885, Salem. 
Ivory Gull. About 1850, Swampscott; seen January 1935, 1940, 1946 and 1949 at 
Cape Ann or Newburyport and Plum Island. 
Gull-billed Tern. September 1871, Ipswich; twice reported seen. 
Sooty Tern. 29 October 1876, Lawrence; twice reported seen. 
Royal Tern. 17 July 1904, Ipswich; seen three times since. 
American Hawk Owl. 22 November 1913, Andover; 4 March 1900, Lynn, bird in the hand; 
two other records. 
Western Burrowing Owl. 15 May 1875, Newburyport; only record. 
Great Gray Owl. 10 November 1866, Salem; 16 February 1891, Marblehead; six other 
records. 
Richardson's Owl. December 1885, Saugus; March 1903, Ipswich; eight other records. 
Chuck-will's-widow. Seen, 26 May 1945, Nahant. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker. Seen and photographed, 25 February to 13 March 1945, 
Swampscott, many observers, 
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Northern Hairy Woodpecker. 12 January 1919, Ipswich; a number of collections 

since. 
Nelson's Downy Woodpecker. 28 December 1875, Lynnfield. 
Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. July 1888, Boxford; some sight records, 
American Three-toed Woodpecker, Winter 1860, 1861, Lynn, pair collected; three 

other records. 
Gray Kingbird. 23 October 1869, Lynn; 22 November 1931, West Newbury. 
Say's Phoebe. 13 October 1930, Ipswich. 
Hoyt's Horned Lark, 26 January 1947, Newburyport: sight records succeeding years. 
Canada Jay. 25 October 1878, Salem; at least three sight records. 
Northern Raven. 1890, Andover; July 1933, Methuen; recent sight records, 
Northern Varied Thrush. December 1864, Ipswich; only record. 
Newfoundland Veery. 2 September 1948, Plum Island. 
Greenland Wheatear. Seen, 17 September 1910, Rockport; 27 January 1929, Nahant. 
Bohemian Waxwing. 18 February 1877, Lynn; five sight records, 
Prothonotary Warbler. 26 May 1914, Beverly; a few sight records, 
Worm-eating Warbler. 14 April 1902, Salem; a few sight records. 
Newfoundland Yellow Warbler. 25 May 1947, Plum Island. Probably a regular 
migrant along the coastal plain. 
Audubon's Warbler, 2 January 1939, Ipswich; seen 28 April 1935, Plum Island, 
Cerulean Warbler. 11 May 1938, Lynn; four sight records. 
Grinnell's Water Thrush. 15 September 1949, Rowley. 
Louisiana Water Thrush. Seen, April, May 1948-1951, Boxford, by many observers, 
Kentucky Warbler. 23 May 1940, Nahant; seen 21 May 1938, Middleton, and 
24 May 1947, Nahant. 
Painted Redstart. Seen and photographed, 18,19 October 1947, Marblehead, many 
observers. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird. Seen, 17 September 1917, Ipswich. 
Western Tanager. 20 January 1878, Lynn; seen August 1927, Essex and 19 October 
1947, Marblehead. 

Ridgway's Grackle. 3 May 1949, 1950, 6,7 May 1951, North Andover; banded. 
Eastern Cardinal. 27 September 1899, Amesbury; others seen, 
Canadian Pine Grosbeak. 18 February 1934, Beverly. 
Hoary Redpoll. 16 November 1878, Swampscott; others reported. 
Sitka Red Crossbill. & March 1899, Lynn. 
Lark Bunting. 5 December 1877, Lynn; seen three recent years. 
Labredor Savannah Sparrow. 19 April 1902, Ipswich; 3 October 1925, Danvers; 

various sight records. 
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow. October 1922, Ipswich. 
Northern Seaside Sparrow. August 1877, Nahant; various sight records in recent 

years. 
Western Lark Sparrow, 12 September 1946, Ipswich. 
Oregon Junco. 30 January 1931, Ipswich; three recent sight records. 
Cassiar Junco. This poorly marked subspecies seems to be a rare and irregular 

winter visitor; many sight records, but no specimen. 
Clay-colored Sparrow. 20 September 1950, North Andover, trapped. 
Harris's Sparrow. Seen 29 March to 8 May 1946, Ipswich; 18 December 1946 to 
ll May 1947, Boxford, many observers. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur. 28 July 1876, Gloucester. 
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